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Press release in response to the Report from the House of Bishops’ Working Group on
Human Sexuality (the Pilling Report)

The LGB&T Anglican Coalition welcomes the publication of The Pilling Report and we appreciate that it was made
public so soon.

It is good that the report recognises the diversity of theological views on this issue, including within the
Evangelical wing of the Church. We are glad that the report denounces homophobia (though it is not clearly
enough defined). We believe that it makes it easier for clergy to bless partnerships publicly and it calls for
further discussion to try to discern where the Spirit is leading the church.

It is also good that LGB&T clergy will not face intrusive questioning though they are still asked to promise to abide
by a code which would exclude most from the kind of loving and supportive relationship which others can enjoy.

We are disappointed that the Report has only mentioned rather than included transgender people in the
discussion, despite submissions from transgender and LGB&T Christian organisations.

We are also disappointed that no liturgy of thanksgiving or blessing is proposed, but overall we are thankful for
the working party’s effort. We trust and hope that the report may move the Church of England forward.

The LGB&T Anglican Coalition and its member organisations stand ready to support the proposed facilitated
conversations both in Dioceses and nationally. We look forward to being fully included in all steps to help the
Church of England find a way forward and we value the Pilling report as a useful contribution to the coming
debate

We are also convinced that there must be a greater openness to, and a wider understanding, of the extensive
range of scientific and theological work that has been, and is currently being undertaken on transgender issues
and same-sex issues in addition to those relied upon within the report. We believe that what is presented there is
insufficient to provide a strong and reliable foundation for the proposed conversations and we trust that these
issues will be further addressed in the coming debate.

Mike Dark and John Blowers,
Joint-Chair, LGB&T Anglican Coalition.

Please reply to: Mike Dark Tel: 07714 278865  email: mike.dark@blueyonder.co.uk
or
John Blowers Tel: 020 8411 0040 email: johnablow@virginmedia.com
Joint Chair: Address: Flat 3, 7 Upper Tollington Park,

Finsbury Park, London. N4 3EJ.
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LGB&T Anglican Coalition

Member Groups

The Anglican Coalition provides UK based Christian LGB&T organisations with opportunities to create
resources for the Anglican community and to develop a shared voice for the full acceptance of LGB&T
people in the Anglican Communion.

The Group Members are as follows:
Accepting Evangelicals is a open network of Evangelical Christians who believe the time has come to

move towards the acceptance of faithful, loving same-sex partnerships at every level of church life.
http://www.acceptingevangelicals.org

Changing Attitude is a campaigning group drawn by God’s love to work for the full inclusion of lesbian,
gay, bisexual and transgender people in the Anglican Communion.
http://www.changingattitude.org.uk

The Evangelical Fellowship for Lesbian and Gay Christians (EFLGC), formed in 1979, is a group of
women and men, most of whom are lesbian, gay or bisexual and come from an evangelical Christian
background..

http://www.eflgc.org.uk

Inclusive Church is a network of individuals and organisations working to break down the barriers to full
inclusion at all levels of the Church of England.
http://www.inclusive-church.org.uk

The Lesbian and Gay Christian Movement is a UK-based international Charity which challenges
homophobia and transphobia, especially within the Church and faith based organisations.
http://lgcm.org.uk

The Sibyls is a UK-based confidential Christian spirituality group for transgender people, and their
supporters.
http://www.sibyls.co.uk

The Two:23 Network is a new network of Christians, connected by LGBT issues that aims to include and
encourage all to discover the love of God for themselves, pursue the call of Christ and live in a way that
cherishes others just as God cherishes us. It has developed from the LGBT-affirming ministry of Courage.
http://two23.net/
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